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According to the SALPRESS-NOTISAL news agency, on April 15 the Workers Solidarity Committee
(CST) charged that the government plans to lay off 25,000 workers before May Day, to be justified by
"budgetary restraints." Next, the CST announced that if any of its leaders are arrested or murdered,
workers will stage a 72-hour strike and organize street demonstrations throughout the country.
The CST claimed the government is likely to unleash a wave of house searches, harassment,
and arrests late this month in an attempt to forestall popular demonstrations on May Day. In a
statement to the press, the Committee of Laid Off and Unemployed Workers (COYDE) said plans
to fire tens of thousands of workers is evidence of a new wave of repression against Salvadoran
labor groups and other organizations opposed to President Jose Napoleon Duarte's economic and
social policies. Meanwhile, Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA reported on April 15 that the
Confederation of Agricultural Cooperative Associations (COACES) claimed the government had
responded to peasant farmers' requests for credit with repression. COACES chairman Marco Lima
said Salvadoran peasants' economic difficulties have been exacerbated in recent months due to
serious drought, and the government's refusal to provide necessary agricultural credit to plant new
crops.
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